
Does the Chippewa Falls Rotary Club have Articles of Incorporation? 
 

On April 26, 2017 Rotary International answered a question from our Club regarding a Rotary Club’s 
having Articles of Incorporation.  Our question was motivated by a request from the State of Wisconsin 
for a copy of our Articles.  Here is the response we received from Rotary International.  We appreciated 
the thoroughness of the response and have no intention of incorporating.  Additionally, we will use this 
information should the State follow-up with us on our Articles. 
 
A reader should look for the most up-to-date documents on www.rotary.org; using the links and 
documents mentioned here as hints for your own search. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
  
Greetings from Evanston and thank you for your message. 
  
Regarding your question, we are unfortunately unable to provide a template or offer advice for Articles 
of Incorporation, and would recommend working with a local expert on drafting your items. While we 
really can’t advise whether a club should incorporate or not, we can however provide guidance on how 
to do so, if that is your decision. 
  
Since your club would be removing itself from Rotary’s Group Exemption ruling, the Board of Directors 
would need to approve the use of the word “Rotary” in your entity. 
  
To do so, included in the articles of incorporation (not the club bylaws) should be a phrase citing its 
allegiance to Rotary International and its submission to the constitution and bylaws of Rotary, as now 
existent and as may hereafter be amended. The Board recommends wording similar to the following: 
  
“This corporation shall be a non-profit corporation. Its purpose shall be charitable and benevolent and 
to encourage, promote and extend the object of Rotary International, and to maintain the relations of a 
member club in Rotary International. 
  
Insofar as the provisions of the law of the State/Province of ____ under which this corporation is 
incorporated shall permit, this corporation shall be subject to the jurisdiction of Rotary International.” 
  
Provisions of incorporating document(s) cannot conflict with the Standard Rotary Club Constitution 
(SRCC) or any other constitutional documents of Rotary. The Standard Rotary Club Constitution remains 
as the club’s constitution, yet your incorporating documents may contain additional provisions as the 
law may require. 
  
If your club does decide to incorporate, please contact us before sending in your documents. This way, 
we can be sure that the policy is being adhered to, per the Rotary Code of Policies, section 2.060: 

Incorporation of Clubs. By clicking on this link, you will find information on how to begin the incorporation 
process, and further information. After approval, and submission to the IRS, please provide us a copy of 
the IRS notice confirming its tax-exempt status. RI will then remove your club and EIN from our 501(c)(4) 
group exemption ruling. 
  
Also, attached for your reference is a copy of our Frequently Asked Questions document on Rotary clubs 
and the IRS, and you may find this link regarding insurance useful too. 

http://www.rotary.org/
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/learning-reference/policies-procedures/governance-documents
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/learning-reference/policies-procedures/governance-documents
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/document/rotary-clubs-and-irs-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/us-rotary-club-and-district-liability-insurance-program

